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FLORENCE — There’s nothing quite
like a guitar.

“There’s some kind of aura about
them,” said John Reynolds a member
of the former 1960s Northern Ken-
tucky band The Bad Seeds. “When I
got my first guitar, when I was about
14, that was the end of me. The music
bug had gotten me.”

Fifty years later, Reynolds, 64, has
anextensivecollectionofguitars from
the 1930s to the 1960s, some of which
are worth thousands of dollars. A few
ofhisprizedpossessionswill beondis-
play at the Florence Branch of the
Boone County Public Library through
January.

The Florence resident said he is ex-
cited to share his hobby and hopes it
will spark an interest formusic in oth-
ers.

Florence branch library reference
associate EdMcLaughlin was quick to
organize the display.

“Hehasbeenacustomer for as long
as I can remember and guitars are al-
ways fun.”McLaughlin said. “Mr.Rey-
nolds is a nice guy and I have enjoyed
talking with him in the past, he loves
music, and I figured he cares enough
to put on a good display.”

McLaughlin has been planning ex-
hibits for the library’s display case
since 2005.He said he’s always open to
suggestions. Residents, he said, are
welcome to contact him at the library
if they have an idea for the display

Guitar collection of Bad
Seeds member on display
ByMelissa Stewart
mstewart@nky.com

Florence resident John Reynolds shows off a 1967 Telecaster, part of his guitar
collection now on display at the Florence Branch of the Boone County Public library.
MELISSA STEWART/THE COMMUNITY RECORDERSee COLLECTION, Page A2

FLORENCE — Erica Almquist wants to
makeadifference in theworld.That’swhy
she joined the Florence Rotary Club’s
youth organization, Interact Club, when it
formed last year.

“InteractClub isagreatopportunityfor
teens to get together and go out and help
others,” the 16-year-old Union resident
said.

Since the club’s introduction,members,
ages12 through18,havebeenvolunteering
throughout the community. Now, their
sightsaresetaremakinganimpactonchil-
dren in the Dominican Republic.

The group is selling
copies of “The Lord Is Not
Through With Me Yet,” by
Kaitlyn Rawlings to raise
money for a trip to the
Highlands Dominican Re-
public youth camp. There
Interact members will as-
sistyouthcampleadersand
build relationships with
youths from theDominican
Republic.

“I’m really looking forward to working
without he kids there,” Almquist said. “It’s
important to do things like this because it
givesus, teenagers,achancetonot thinkof
ourselvessomuch. Itgivesyouachance to
think of others who maybe aren’t as
blessed as you. It’s an opportunity to help
people.”

The youth camp is one of several
throughout the world that is supported by
theRawlingsFoundation, foundedbyJohn
Rawlings, who was pastor of Landmark
Baptist Temple in Cincinnati. Rawlings,
whodiedlastJanuary, isknownforhiscon-
tributions to thefoundingof theBaptistBi-
ble Fellowship, International Baptist Net-
workandyouthcampsandcollegesaround
the world. The book Interact is selling is
writtenbyRawling’sgreat-granddaughter

Interact
Club
hopes to
make a
difference
ByMelissa Stewart
mstewart@nky.com

HELP THE CAUSE
Tax deductible donations for the club’s

trip to Dominican Republic can be made to:
The Florence Rotary Foundation, attention:
Interact Club D.R. trip, and sent to P.O. Box
6027, Florence, KY 41022-6027. For more
information contact Barbara Rahn at
blr-interact@twc.com or 859-663-8984.

Rahn

See CLUB, Page A2

BURLINGTON — Despite a
New Year’s Eve fire that de-
stroyed a dryer and caused
smoke damage at the Boone
County Animal Shelter, direc-
tor Beckey Reiter says they
are feeling very fortunate.

“This was the best possible
scenario if it had to happen,” she said.

According toReiter, a fire broke out
in the shelter’s industrial clothes dryer
around 5:45 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 31.

Animal control officers Dustin
Brown, avolunteer firefighterwith the
Falmouth Fire Department, and Alex

Reisenbeck, a full-time firefighter
with the Hebron Fire Protection
District, were both on duty and
acted quickly to contain the fire.

“We were actually very fortu-
nate that it occurred while staff
was here,” Reiter said.

InaDec. 31poston theshelter’s
Facebook page, Reiter says the
staff’s quick response “not only
minimized damage, their action

saved lives.”
“How fortunate,” Reiter said. “The

first firefightersIeverhadonstaffand
both happened to be on duty at the
time.”

A New Year’s Eve Fire destroyed the
Boone County Animal Shelter’s industrial
dryer and caused smoke damage.
PROVIDED

Boone shelter accepting
donations following fire
By Stephanie Salmons
ssalmons@nky.com

Reiter

See SHELTER, Page A2
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Two Cougars in spotlight
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Color your life exciting...Color your life exciting...
and shop our annualand shop our annual

UP TO

60%60%
OFF

MSRP

January
SALESALE

557 West Eads Parkway
US 50, Lawrenceburg

www.homefurnitureindiana.com
812-537-0610

HOURS:
MON & FRI • 8-8

TUES, WED & THURS • 8-5:30
SAT • 8-5

Choose less pain and
faster healing, with

one small incision.
UCMedical Center Single-Site Robotic
Surgery Incision

UCMedical Center is the first in the region to offer single-site
robotic hysterectomy. This minimally invasive surgery option
offers many advantages, including:

• Just one small incision, hidden in the navel.

• Less pain.

• Shorter hospital stay.

• Faster return to your regular activities.

Call (513) 475-8000 and ask about single-site
robotic hysterectomy or visit uchealth.com/
robotic-surgery/single-site-hysterectomy.

Considering hysterectomy?
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Family and Cosmetic Dentistry
Thomas More Parkway

859-757-1002 • www.BeitingDental.com

No Dental Insurance?
Ask about our wonderful discount plan!

Used by families, retirees, self-employed…
Anyone without dental insurance!
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and chronicles his ministry.
“We want to build good

will and friendship,” said
Barbara Rahn, who is the
Florence Rotary Club’s ad-
viser for Interact Club.
“Those arewordswe live by
in Rotary.”

Rahn said the Dominican
children who attend the
camparefrompoorfamilies
and are often exposed to
drugs and violence.

“The youth camps are a
place for them to go and
learn through Christian val-
ues that there isabetterway
of life,” she said.

She said camp partici-
pantswon’t be the only one’s
learning that lesson this
summer.

“We want to do this trip
with our club so our kids
learn what they can do for
others,” she said. “That’s the
waytolive ...weshouldallbe
responsible for others.
When you do that, you get so
muchmore in return.”

Club
Continued from Page A1

“Youplan andyoudrill
and you practice for
emergency responses
and it’s not until some-
thing happens that you
know how effective your
plan is,” saidReiter. “This
could have been such a
devastating situation.”

She said the fire was
contained to the dryer;
the replacement cost is
$5,000 to $6,000.

While no animals
seemed to be in distress
Dec. 31, Reiter said on
Jan. 2 two cats were
showing signs of respira-
tory distress and were
sent to the Greater Cin-
cinnati Veterinary Spe-
cialists and Emergency
Services in Wilder.

“We’re just hand
cleaning the entire shel-
ter,” saidReiter. “Now it’s
just a lot of smoke dam-
age.

Boone County Admin-

istrator Jeff Earlywine
said the county was
pleased to learn there
were no injuries, human
or animal, and the fire
caused no significant
property damage.

“I think the employ-
ees, from all reports, act-
ed quickly and decisively
which played a part in
minimizing property
damage,” he said.

According to Early-
wine, the county is self-
insured for the first
$20,000 of a loss and
would pay any claims re-
lated to the fire from the
county’s insurance fund.
That would serve as a
way to address expenses
that will not have amajor
impact on the operating
budget of the shelter.

Despite the fire, shel-
ter operations continue
as normal, Reiter said.
The shelter is open and
has a “responsibility to
the animals, and that in-
cludes getting them
homes.”

The shelter is accept-
ing monetary donations
as well as supplies to as-
sist in cleanup including
paper towels, Dawn dish
soap,mopheadsandblan-
kets.

Donations can be
droppedoffat theshelter,
5643 Idlewild Road, Bur-
lington.

Want to continue the
conversation? Tweet at

@SSalmonsNKY

Shelter
Continued from Page A1

case.
“This to me is important because I

get to use it to showcase people and
events that are important to people in
our community,” he said. “This is a
way people can share their interests
with other people.”

Reynolds is as interesting as his
guitar collection. In the 1960s, he was
the bass player of The Bad Seeds, a lo-
calbandthat landedadealwithColum-
bia Records. Other members were
Lloyd McGlasson, Ernie Banks, Char-
lie Brown and Jerry Foster.

The group recorded a self-titled 45
in New York City in 1967, when Rey-
nolds was 18. Their most popular song
was “King of the Soapbox,” he said.
Theyworked inJimmiHendrix’sElec-
tric Lady Studio.

Reynolds said he enjoyed his brush
with fame, including a tour in theU.S.,

but set aside his ownguitar to raise his
son, Eric.

Through the years he continued
with his passion by growing his collec-
tion of guitars.

The first guitar he purchased was
in the mid-1960s. It was a 1956 Paul
Goldtop. He found it at a “hawk shop”
inDowntownCincinnati. Itwas $300, a
hefty price at that time, but “I was in
lovewith it as soon as I saw it,” he said.

In addition to collecting, Reynolds
also works on guitars and is planning
to build his own line of guitars called
Reynolds Brothers Guitars, named in
honor of his father and grandfather.
He also plans to volunteer with Gui-
tars for Vets, a nonprofit organization
that provides a guitar instruction pro-
gram aimed at giving veterans strug-
glingwith post traumatic stress disor-
der and other emotional distress a
unique therapeutic alternative.

Want to continue the conversation?
Tweet @MStewartReports

Collecton
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